larvae to completely metamorphose into pupae ranged from 8.4 ± 0.84 to 9.2 ± 1.22 days. In the present study the imagoes of Talicada nyseus emerged 11.8 ± 1.39 to 13.6 ± 2.27 days after pupation. The longevity of adult male and female Talicada nyseus was also measured separately. In butterflies, adult longevity is greatly influenced by pattern of larval (Oberhauser, 1997) and adult food. In the present investigation 10% sucrose was used as a food source. It was found that longevity of males was considerably less than that of females (Fig. 1) . The data obtained are statistically significant (t=5.826, P < 0.05). The prolonged longevity of the females helps them to copulate more with the existing males and lay eggs. The main function of the males is to fertilize the females and hence they die immediately after mating. Talicada nyseus completed its life cycle (eggs to adult) in an average of 29.86 days in the laboratory. Furthermore, the longevity of adult males was considerably less than that of the females. The males were observed to die sometime after mating. The data given in the present report can be best used for the conservation of these butterflies in butterfly conservatories. The data is also helpful in further investigations of the interaction of this butterfly with its natural endosymbiont Wolbachia.
